REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON VENEREAL DISEASES.
To the medical reader the Final Report of the Royal Commission on Venereal Diseases does not contain much regarding the diseases dealt with that is not common knowledge, nor is there anything of striking originality in the recommendations made towards the diminution of the evils which follow these infections. The Report is of great value, however, in that it draws public attention to facts of vital importance to the well-being of the community, and suggests means of checking venereal disease which are not only eminently practicable but are calculated to secure the object aimed at.
The Commissioners recognise that their Report " must issue at a time when all public activities are preoccupied in fulfilling the manifold needs of war," and that their recommendations may therefore fail to receive the immediate attention which their national importance demands. They rightly insist, however, that the existing conditions increase rather than diminish the necessity of active steps being taken to put their proposals into effect without delay. " All experience shows," they say, " that after a war an excessive incidence of disease is certain to occur, even in districts previously free," and the civil as well as the military population require protection.
They also lay stress upon the needs of the future. 
